It is widely recognised that the number of women serving prison sentences has increased significantly and is a world-wide phenomenon. Justice systems are under increasing pressure to protect the community and punish offenders, while at the same time providing care and rehabilitation. The inherent tension between these goals makes this a complex area for practitioners, policy makers, educators, women offenders and their families.
This conference aims to address how the professionals who work with or have an interest in helping women offenders hope to bring about change, so as to ensure the services and opportunities provided to women offenders reduce their risk of re-offending and assist them in rebuilding their lives with the support of their community. The program will also offer a considerable opportunity for cross-national dialogue, with emphasis on panel and round-table presentations. In addition, individual paper presentations that address conference themes, will be incorporated into the program, with plenary sessions also providing audience participation.
Key speakers will address the main conference themes and encourage dialogue within plenary, panel and round-table presentations. You are invited to submit a conference abstract that relates to the conference themes. In 2007 we are also providing the opportunity for people to set up round-table discussions about themes of interest to them.
There will be a Welcome Reception on the evening of the first day, Monday 10 September, with the Official Conference Dinner to be held on Tuesday evening, 11 September, at the Villa Artimino, an historic Medici Villa.
We extend an invitation to you to join us in Prato for what promises to be a great conference. We very much look forward to seeing you there. Her published research covers four areas: (a) child welfare and the law, (b) mental health (c) judicial and corrections responses to offenders, with particular reference to women offenders and (d) social work curricula. She is currently working on projects that examine: the extent to which children who come into the child welfare court have parents who are in prison; outcomes for women offenders after release from prison; the emotional abuse of children; and, alternative dispute resolution in the child welfare jurisdiction.
Mr Stephen Shaw CBE
Stephen Shaw is Prisons and Probation Ombudsman for England and Wales. He was first appointed Prisons Ombudsman in October 1999; from September 1 2001 his remit was extended to take in complaints against the National Probation Service (NPS) from those under supervision in the community. Mr Shaw is independent of both the NPS and the Prison Service.
In 2003-04, Mr Shaw implemented the first independent investigation into deaths in prisons in England, and is now responsible for the investigation of all deaths in prisons, immigration removal centres and NPS hostels. He also has a discretionary power to investigate post-release deaths, investigations that have drawn attention to the dangers of renewed drug abuse after a period of total or relative abstinence in prison. Recently, he has also investigated serious self-harm incidents. He has conducted a range of other investigations, which include inquiries about incidents at Immigration Removal Centres.
Prior to becoming Prisons Ombudsman, Mr Shaw was director of the Prison Reform Trust (PRT) charity for eighteen years. 
Ms Susan Brookes

